
Note to Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: If you are bringing Holy Communion to 
the sick, after obtaining the Consecrated Host from the Tabernacle, please proceed 
immediately to bring Holy Communion to the sick. After you have given Holy Communion to 
the sick, please purify the pyx immediately or bring it immediately back to the church to be 
purified.  

 
On Carrying the Holy Eucharist on One’s Person 

 
Code of Canon Law - 1983 
 
Can.  935 No one is permitted to keep the Eucharist on one’s person or to carry it around, unless 
pastoral necessity urges it and the prescripts of the diocesan bishop are observed. 
 
INSTRUCTION - Redemptionis Sacramentum, March 25, 2004 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
 
On certain matters to be observed or to be avoided regarding the Most Holy Eucharist 
 
[132.] No one may carry the Most Holy Eucharist to his or her home, or to any other place contrary to 
the norm of law. It should also be borne in mind that removing or retaining the consecrated species 
for a sacrilegious purpose or casting them away are graviora delicta, the absolution of which is 
reserved to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.225 
 
[133.] A Priest or Deacon, or an extraordinary minister who takes the Most Holy Eucharist when an 
ordained minister is absent or impeded in order to administer it as Communion for a sick person, 
should go insofar as possible directly from the place where the Sacrament is reserved to the sick 
person's home, leaving aside any profane business so that any danger of profanation may be avoided 
and the greatest reverence for the Body of Christ may be ensured. Furthermore the Rite for the 
administration of Communion to the sick, as prescribed in the Roman Ritual, is always to be used.226 
 

The Purification 
 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 2003 
 
278. Whenever a fragment of the host adheres to his fingers, especially after the fraction or the 
Communion of the faithful, the priest is to wipe his fingers over the paten or, if necessary, wash them. 
Likewise, he should also gather any fragments that may have fallen outside the paten. 
 
279. The sacred vessels are purified by the priest, the deacon, or an instituted acolyte after 
Communion or after Mass, insofar as possible at the credence table. The purification of the chalice is 
done with water alone or with wine and water, which is then drunk by whoever does the purification. 
The paten is usually wiped clean with the purificator. 
 
Care must be taken that whatever may remain of the Blood of Christ after the distribution of 
Communion is consumed immediately and completely at the altar. 
 
280. If a host or any particle should fall, it is to be picked up reverently. If any of the Precious Blood is 
spilled, the area where the spill occurred should be washed with water, and this water should then be 
poured into the sacrarium in the sacristy. 


